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Laura Bulian Gallery is pleased to announce A New Silk Road: Algorithm of Survival and Hope, a solo 

exhibition by Gulnara Kasmalieva and Muratbek Djumaliev, which will open on 14 January 2010, 
concluding a cycle devoted to emerging contemporary art from Central Asia. 
 

These two artists, who exhibited during the 2005 Venice Biennale at the Pavilion of Central Asia,  - the final 

frontier of the globalised art world, are now among the 8 finalist running for Artes Mundi, the International 
Contemporary Visual Arts prize, based in Great Britain: they were selected from 480 nominations submitted 

by more than 80 countries.   
 

A New Silk Road: Algorithm of Survival and Hope, a five channel video-installation accompanied by a 
series of photographs, is their most extensive work and was created in 2007 with the support of the Art 

Institute of Chicago. 
The fall of the Iron Curtain led to the rebirth of the Silk Road in Central Asia.  Today’s key players, 

however, are no longer camels laden with the treasures of the Orient, but lorries loaded with rusting iron 

and destined for Chinese industry – the legacy of the ex Soviet Empire, to be exchanged for cheap 
clothing.   

By using documentary processes within a conceptual field, Kasmalieva and Djumaliev stage the new reality 
of this ancient road, set in a territory that has, moreover, become a crossroads for the economic and 

political interests of Russia, China and the United States; they expose the experience of their 
contemporaries, who, after seventy five years of sedentary life and forced collectivization under Soviet 

dominion, now embark on this new road of commerce. 

The exhibition will also include a recent video-installation Spring  (2009), where Kamsalieva and Djumaliev 
draw a parallel between Vivaldi’s celebrated composition and the environmental and survival issues of our 

day.   
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