
 
 
  

 

Moscow 2008, Silver gelatin print 30 x 40 cm  

 

The Laura Bulian Gallery is pleased to present Being young is difficult, Igor Mukhin's first solo 
exhibition in Italy, which will be inaugurated on 13 May 2010.  

 

Igor Mukhin, already acclaimed in Europe and the USA as one of the most important contemporary 

photographers, started his career in Russia at the beginning of the nineties, using the medium of 
photography to explore the youthful environment of rock subculture .  Employing a highly evocative style, 

reminiscent of the photography of Henri Cartier-Bresson (who, among other things, was the first western 

photographer to be authorised to work in the Soviet Union after the Second World War), Mukhin captures 
scenes from city life in a country in rapid transformation, recording the post-soviet era in poetic snapshots, 

concentrating in particular on the phenomenon of youth subculture.   
 

The young are the undisputed protagonists of his images: in an almost documentary mode, Moukhin 
portrays a generation that has witnessed the change-over from communism to capitalism, apparently 

caught between enthusiasm and nostalgia, between the icons of a new calling and the dusty relics of the 

past.   
 

The title of the exhibition, Being young is difficult, is inspired by a Lithuanian film directed in 1986 by 
Juris Podnieks: like the director, Mukhin is the witness of a generation, and he has given us a unique vision 

of youth, in this case in the post-perestroika years, illustrating the disenchantment and consequences of 
the end of an era.  Mukhin's vision never appears prefabricated, yet it is devoid of ideological references 

and reflects a uneasiness that belongs specifically to the young. 

 Though some of the photographs are historic images, most of the photographs presented in this exhibition 
will be on show for the first time, all the images are black and white silver gelatin prints.  
 

Igor Mukhin (1961) lives and works in Moscow. His photographs are present in public and private 

collections all over the world. 
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